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SECTION 5 – STORMWATER POLICY 
 
5.01 Stormwater Management Standards and Permitting  
5.02 Storm Water Discharges for Construction Activities  

A. Requirements for obtaining stormwater general permit coverage for 
construction projects that will disturb 5 or more acres, whether on their own 
or as part of a larger common plan of development.  

 

 B. Requirements for small construction sites – Those that disturb from 1 to less 
than 5 acres.  

 

 C. Requirements for small construction sites – Those that disturb less than 1 
acre. 

 

5.03 Erosion Control Measures  
 
5.04 

 
Table of Details 
 

 

 STW-1 Erosion Control Details 
 
STW-2 Temporary Sediment Control Fence Details 
 
STW-3 Temporary Erosion Control Logs – 1 
 
STW-4 Temporary Erosion Control Logs – 2 
 
STW-5 Temporary Erosion Control Construction Exit 
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5.1. Stormwater Management Standards and Permitting 

In addition to the provisions of drainage that is intended to move stormwater safely 
thought the City and avoid flooding damage or safety risks, there is a need to clean 
stormwater to maintain the health of the ditches in the community by reducing or 
eliminating pollutants before they reach their destination. Avoidance, Minimization, 
and Mitigation can be applied as part of a stormwater management plan. Without 
proper stormwater management, all development will increase stormwater runoff 
volume and pollutant loading; thus, all developments shall be in conformance with 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) stormwater permitting 
requirements. 

5.2. Storm Water Discharges for Construction Activities 
 

A. Requirements for obtaining stormwater general permit coverage for 
construction projects that will disturb 5 or more acres, whether on their 
own or as part of a larger common plan of development. 

 
When you disturb 5 acres or more of land or are part of a larger common plan of 
development that will disturb 5 or more acres of land, you must follow these 
steps before discharging storm water to any surface water in the state of Texas: 

 
• Review your facility's compliance history ranking: 

 
- If your facility is new or has a ranking of "high" or "average," continue to 

Step 2. 
 

- If it is "poor," then your facility is not eligible for coverage under a 
general permit. You must apply for an individual permit instead. 

 
• Read the general permit (TXR150000) to make sure it applies to your situation.  
 
• Prepare and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan. For more 

details, see Part III of General Permit TXR150000. 
 

• Submit an original completed Notice of Intent (NOI) form with an original 
signature and fee as noted on the NOI.  

 
• Before starting construction, post a copy of the Site Notice at the construction 

site. Leave the notice posted until construction is completed. 
 

• Site Notice for Primary Operators of Large Construction Activities  
 

• Site Notice for Secondary Operators of Large Construction Activities  
 

B. Requirements for small construction sites--those that disturb from 1 to less              
than 5 acres 

 
A construction general permit (TXR150000) is for construction activities 
disturbing at least 1 but less than 5 acres or is part of a common plan of 
development disturbing at least 1 but less than 5 acres. 

 
You will need to follow these steps to discharge storm water from a small 
construction site to any surface water in the state: 
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• Review your facility's compliance history ranking: 

 
- If your facility either does not have a compliance history ranking or 

has a ranking of "high" or "average," continue with Item 2. 
 
- If it is "poor," then your facility is not eligible for coverage under a 

general permit but it may be eligible under an individual industrial 
wastewater permit. 

 
• Read the general permit (TXR150000) to make sure it applies to your 

situation. 
 

• Adhere to the requirements of the general permit (TXR150000). 
 

• Prepare and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan. For more 
details, please refer to Part III of the general permit (TXR150000). 

 
• Sign and post a construction site notice. 

 
• At least 2 days before beginning construction, provide a copy of the site 

notice to the operator of any Municipal Separate Storm Water Sewer System 
(MS4) into which storm water will be discharged. 

 
MS4s include streets, channels, gutters, ditches or anything else that is publicly 
owned, designed or used to collect or transport storm water.  

As long as you meet the conditions of this general permit, you are authorized to 
discharge storm water. 

No notice of intent (NOI), notice of termination (NOT), or fee is required under 
this option—as long as the requirements of this general permit are followed. 

C. Requirements for small construction sites--those that disturb less than 1 
acre 

 
If your construction project disturbs less than 1 acre and is not part of a larger 
common plan of development, coverage under General Permit (TXR150000) is 
not required. 
 
If your project is part of a larger plan, the total number of acres disturbed under 
that larger plan must be considered when determining how this general permit 
(TXR150000) applies to you. 

A construction activity is part of a larger common plan of development if it is 
completed in one or more of the following ways: 

• in separate stages 
• in separate phases 
• in combination with other construction activities 

It is identified by the documentation that identifies the scope of the project 
including such things as the following: 
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• plats 
• blueprints 
• marketing plans 
• contracts 
• building permits 
• public notice or hearing 
• zoning requests 

It can include one operator or many operators. 

Example: A subdivision is being built. You are grading 0.75 acres, another 
company is clearing 4 different acres, and a contractor is excavating another 0.5 
acres. In this case, the total area that would be disturbed is 5.25 acres, so each 
operator would fall under the requirements associated with disturbing 5 or more 
acres. 

5.3. Erosion Control Measures 
 

There are two types of water erosion control measures; those that prevent initial 
movement (cover factor, non-structural measures) and those that reduce sediment 
from moving water (practice factor, structural measures). Erosion control measures 
must be properly deigned, installed and maintained if they are to accomplish their 
intended purpose and effectiveness. 

 
1. Non-structural Erosion Control Measures: 

 
a. Non-structural erosion control measures provide the best means of managing 
sediment from disturbed lands by preventing soil movement. Dissipating the kinetic 
energy of rainfall is by placing cover (e.g., straw, burlap, mulch, etc.) over disturbed 
areas to prevent initial sediment transport. 
 
One or more effective practices are the use of vegetation. Vegetation measures can 
provide temporary cover to help control erosion during construction and permanent 
cover to stabilize a site after construction is completed. The measures include the 
use of sod, planting of temporary cover crops and establishing permanent cover 
crops. 
 
Two or more different types of seeds must be used and usually with a hydro mulch 
when establishing a permanent dry land grass cover. It is important to establish 
vegetative cover as soon as possible in order to reduce erosion. An approved native 
seed mix design shall be used to reestablished vegetative cover in the City right-of-
way. Hydro mulching is essential in establishing good stands of grass on moderate 
to steep slopes, and on other areas where it is difficult to establish vegetation. 
 
2. Structural Erosion Control Measures: 
 
a. Once erosion commences due to water, structural measures have to be utilized to 
reduce sediment transport from disturbed lands. 

 
A. Performance Objectives: 
  

1. The primary performance objectives of an erosion control plan include: 
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a. Conduct all land disturbance activities in a manner that effectively 
reduces accelerated soil erosion and reduces sediment transport and 
offsite deposition. 

b. Design and construct all temporary or permanent facilities for the 
conveyance of water around, through, or from the disturbed area to limit 
the flow of the water non-erosive velocities. 

c. Remove sediment caused by accelerated soil erosion from surface 
runoff water before it leaves the site. 

d. Stabilized the areas of land disturbance with permanent vegetative 
cover or stormwater quality control measures. 

 
Timing of implementation is one of the most critical factors involved in the control of 
erosion from developing and redeveloping sites. 
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